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Computers Photo & Video Audio & Entertainment

Activity 2

e Have you ever felt like this guy?

e Why? What happened?

e If you’ve ever felt this way did you end up smashing the
computer or did you find a solution to your problem?

Activity 3 What’s the problem?

PROBLEM SOLUTION

Conversation 1

Conversation 2

Conversation 3

Conversation 4

Conversation 5

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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NG Someone Win0ss:

¢ Uses the computer to join a chat room. Name:
¢ Uses the computer to send instant messages. Name:
¢ Uses the computer to surf the net. Name:
¢ Uses the computer to download music. Name:
+* Uses the computer to create his/her own website. Name:

Activity 5

To-da hist

3¥ Saturday Sunday

I am ...would you like to come?
What are you doing...?
Why are you ...?7
Lam ...to ...
Why don’t we...?/ Let’s ....

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Activity 6

Upgracling your meniier

a. When you want to buy electronic equipment, do you ask for advice?
b. Have you ever been disappointed when you followed someone’s advice?
What happened?

c. When was the last time that you upgraded your monitor?
d. If afriend of yours had to upgrade his/her monitor what elements from the list
below would you suggest that he take into account?
Resolution (number of pixels) High performance
LCD or CRT monitor Reliability
Flat anti-glare or curved Brand
screen Warranty
Pivot rotation device Wide or square screen
Low cost

Activity 7
Similar or Different?

Join with arrows:

A. Shows difference.

1. The new monitor is as reliable as the old one.
B. Shows similarity.

2. The curved screen is not as easy to read as the flat one.
C. Shows a slight

3. The resolution of my screen is quite as good as yours. difference.
4. The wide screen is almost as good as the square one. D. Shows a big difference.

5. The regular monitor isn’t nearly as relaxing as the anti- |E. Shows that two things
glare one. are very similar but not
exactly the same.

6. IBMis just as reliable as Apple.

F. Emphasizes similarity.

» Comparisons with as...as can focus on a) an adjective ...as good as...
b) an adverb ... quite as much as...

C) anoun ...as many new features...

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Activity 8
nn you auree?

[1 Scuba diving is as risky as rock climbing.

[ILiving in Buenos Aires is almost as expensive as living in New York.

the supermarket.

2

4

[1Going dancing is just as exciting as going to a movie theatre.

[Learning a foreign language when you are young is almost as difficult as learning it when you are an

adult.

[IWorking indoors is not as relaxing as working outdoors.

[11In a big city there are as many problems as in a small town.

[Private universities are quite as good as public ones.

LIThere are quite as many good restaurants in Buenos Aires as in many other well known European
cities .

Activity 9
How to buy
A: Rank the following from the safest to the most unreliable ways of shopping on the basis of your
experience. Support your decision. Report your conclusions.
| | Sell Your House
> » On —line auctions : =
> The internet Online with
» Mail order
» Local retail
Tenner
Useful language: S
for only £10
CLICK HERE

We believe ...is the ...because...
We've ranked ...number ...because...
...is (just/almost) as...as...because...
...isn’t as...as...because...

Finally, ...

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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B: Rank the following from the fastest to the slowest way of shopping. Support your decision on
the basis of your experience. Report your conclusions.

On-line auctions
The Internet
Mail order

Local retail

Y VVYV

Useful language:

We believe ...is the ...because...
We've ranked ...number ...because...
...is (just/almost) as...as...because...
...isn’t as...as...because...

Finally, ...

Activity 10 lel's comﬂare

A Local Retailer is by far the safest location to buy computer hardware and software.

It is possible for someone to make CDs which can look slightly different from an ordinary CD.
Mail order is sometimes considered a little bit unsafe.

With the increase popularity of the Internet it is becoming a lot easier and much faster, to buy
over the Internet.

N 2 2

The following combinations are used to emphasize differences and similarities.

By far the + superlative: by far the worst

A little (bit) + adjective / comparative: a little stupid/a little bit better than
Slightly + adjective/comparative: slightly more difficult than/ slightly crazy

A lot + comparative: a lot better than /a lot more convenient than

Much + comparative: much more useful than/ much safer than

e Complete the balloons with the highlighted

OR...

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Let 06s buy new monitor

A You are a pushy salesman working for BEN. Today you are having a meeting with the sales
manager of a small but fast - growing company who wants to purchase a good number of
monitors. There will also be salesmen from Samsung and Acer. Compare your monitor with
theirs and try to persuade your customer to buy BEN.

Useful lanquage: H

...is/has (almost/not nearly/quite/just) as...as...
You should...

It is true that ...is/has not as...as ...but...

Have you ever...?

... (much /a lot/ a little) more/less...than

...(by far) the best/ the-est...

You won't regret it!

THE FACTS

BenQ FP202W 20.1 In LCD Monitor

Available in Black/silver/cream - Widescreen - Flat Panel - Maximum Resolution: 1680 x 1050
Pixels

Used at: 150 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $289.00

Warranty: lyear

Acer AL1916W 19 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black Widescreen Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution: 1440 x 900
Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $199.97

Warranty: 1 year

Samsung SyncMaster 204t 20 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black/cream /dark gray - Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution: 1600
x 1200 Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $365.79

Warranty: 2 years

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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B You are a pushy salesman working for ACER. Today you are having a meeting with the
sales manager of a small but fast- growing company who wants to purchase a good number
of monitors. There will also be salesmen from Samsung and Ben. Compare your monitor with
theirs and try to persuade your customer to buy ACER.

Useful language:

...is/has (almost/not nearly/quite/just) as...as...
You should...

It is true that ...is/has not as...as ...but...

Have you ever...?

... (much /a lot/ a little) more/less...than

...( by far) the best/ the-est...

You won't regret it!

THE FACTS

BenQ FP202W 20.1 In LCD Monitor

Available in Black/silver/cream - Widescreen - Flat Panel - Maximum Resolution: 1680 x 1050
Pixels

Used at: 150 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $289.00

Warranty: lyear

Acer AL1916W 19 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black Widescreen Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution: 1440 x
900 Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $199.97

Warranty: 1 year

Samsung SyncMaster 204t 20 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black/cream /dark gray - Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution:
1600 x 1200 Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $365.79

Warranty: 2 years

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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C You are a pushy salesman working for SAMSUNG. Today you are having a meeting with
the sales manger of a small but fast-growingcompany who wants to purchase a good number
of monitors. There will also be salesmen from Ben and Acer. Compare your monitor with
theirs and try to persuade your customer to buy SAMSUNG.

Useful language:

...is/has (almost/not nearly/quite/just) as...as...
You should...

It is true that ...is/has not as...as ...but...

Have you ever...?

... (much /a lot/ a little) more/less...than

...(by far) the best/ the-est...

You won't regret it!

THE FACTS

BenQ FP202W 20.1 In LCD Monitor

Available in Black/silver/cream - Widescreen - Flat Panel - Maximum Resolution: 1680 x 1050
Pixels

Used at: 150 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $289.00

Warranty: lyear

Acer AL1916W 19 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black Widescreen Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution: 1440 x
900 Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $199.97

Warranty: 1 year

Samsung SyncMaster 204t 20 in LCD Monitor

Available in Black/cream /dark gray - Flat Panel - TFT Active Matrix - Maximum Resolution:
1600 x 1200 Pixels

Used at: 200 stores in the city

Lowest Price: $365.79

Warranty: 2 years

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Activity 11 D

D You are the sales manager of a small but fast-growing company. You are in charge of
choosing new monitors for the sales department. You know anti-glare technology will be really
welcomed by your employees. Today you are having a meeting with sales representatives
from three important companies: Ben, Acer and Samsung. Ask them all the necessary
guestions before taking a decision. Consider the following issues:

Type of screen

Cost

Warranty

Colors

Resolution

LCR/CRT technology

vVvyvVvyyvyyvyy

Useful lanquage:

I’m thinking about...

What kind...?

Does it have/bring ...?

Is it (just/quite/almost /not) as...as...?
I've heard that...

Why should I...?

What's the difference between...?
What advantages does it have over...?

Monitor Glossary

Thin Film Transistor (TFT)

Each pixel on the TFT screen is either "on" or "off" because the transistor for that pixel is on
or off. This creates a crisp, steady display without the flicker seen in CRTs.

Liguid Crystal Display (LCD)

An LCD contains two grooved plates which are sandwiched together with liquid crystals along
the top plate lining up in one direction, and those along the bottom line up in another direction.
The entire panel is then "backlit" so that when light travels through the panel, it shows through
the spaces between the crystals.

Pixel

A contraction of the words "picture element,” these are the basic dots on the display screen
that make up the image you see.

Resolution

In common usage, this refers to the number of pixels displayed on screen horizontally and
vertically. Higher resolution means that you can see more of your image on the screen
without scrolling or panning.

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.

9



Department of Education

@ ICANA

Instituto Cultural Argentino Norteamericano Intermediate 2
Supplementary Material

UNIT 4
Activity 12
Join with armeows

GEORGE 1...believes the Internet is convenient.

2...spends more time fooling around than working
SONIA 3...doesn’t like surfing around.

4... receives a lot of Facebook invitations
ROBERT 5...is a computer addict.

6...sends a few e-mails.
NADIA 7...buys things on line because you can get lower

prices

Activity13 What do you think"’

=Which article do you think provides the best solution? Why?
*Which one provides the harshest one?
*What impact could each of the possibilities have on society?

What are the drawbacks of each?

Activity14

1. What are “sniffer” programs?
2. How can viruses enter computer systems?
3. Where did Megan meet Josh?

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Wiritimng tifnNEaes

1. PREWRITING

Activityl5

Discuss each statement with a partner. Talk about the benefits and problems that
computers and the Internet have brought. Write your opinions.

a. The Internet has changed the way people find information.

Benefits:

Problems:

b. Computers have changed the way people work in the office.
Benefits:

Problems:

c. The Internet has changed the way people shop.
Benefits:

Problems:

d. Computers and the Internet have changed the way people communicate.
Benefits:

Problems:

Second hoiGHer dll el
on e other hand finally
i conclusion
How can | Why don’t you
improve my add some linking
piece of writing? G s &P

Wnirel
st

Which of the above linking words would you use to ...

v’ List points: -
v" Contrast ideas:
v" Conclude:

Share your piece of writing with your mate and try to add some linking words.
§ Which version is more organized and easier to read?

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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On a separate piece of paper, write a first draft of the article. Use the results of your

discussion in your article.

Activity 16A Situationl: Lost document.

| think | have lost my What happened?

essay! Why don’t you try...

| clicked on... Select...to...

The,n l... Click ...to...

Let's see... Have you ...?

ﬁfe?tt!_ il 4 Do you know how to ...?
exttime | will ...10... Next time, remember...

P

A &

Activity 16B Situation 2: You are planning to buy a new monitor.

I've been thinking of buying...
Everyone says | should...
Isitas...as...?

Does it have as many ...as...?
What about...?

Have you seen the ones...?
I've heard...is just ...as...and..
Let me check ...

...is...by far the...

And it is almost as...as. . ,

No portion of this activity may be reproduced by any means without written permission from ICANA.
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Activity 16C Situation 3: Problems to print a photo.

/Why not? \

Have you tried...?

To ...you should...
Select/press/ move the
cursor...

Next time don't...

I've just scanned a photo
but | can’t print it.

When [...the computer
crashed!

I've tried restarting and...
I'll do that!

Activity 16D Situation 4: How to download music

| have just downloaded...

Fist, ... Really?

Then... | still don’t know how to.
After that... Should | ...?

Give that a try and let me What should | do next?
know. Should I...to...?

et v\/ 5@1
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